
AGENDA ITEM 8 – SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS AND MAINSTREAM HOME 

TO SCHOOL TRANSPORT POLICIES 

Statement from Annie Bannister 

 

 The vast majority of children with disabilities severe enough that they attend Special 

School remain in full time education until they are at least 21.  So restricting their 

access to transport and thus to education seems very unfair. These kids are very 

unlikely to be in a position where they can access employment or training – for most 

of them education is all that is practical. 

 

 By making their home-school transport out of their families’ financial reach, you are 

condemning these children to even more of a second class life than their disabilities 

do. 

 

 A very large proportion of children with SEND are from one parent families and live 

in poverty. Very many fathers simply walk out, either when the child is an infant or 

later. This poverty means that the family may well not have access to a car and so 

are not in a position to take their child to school themselves or to use their Personal 

Transport Budget on fuel. It  also means that they cannot afford to pay the £660 pa 

for Local Authority transport.  

 

 The Personal Transport Budget works for some people. But there are major 

problems with them. If the college or school that your child is at is relatively nearby – 

under 10 miles away – it is manageable. But if you live in the South of the County – 

Harborough District, Oadby and Wigston, Blaby and Countesthorpe etc, and your 

child needs to go to a Specialist College or a very specialist school (such as Aspire 

School or Hardwicke House, both in Loughborough), the costs involved are simply 

too great for Personal Transport Budgets to be effective. It would cost a taxi  around 

£250 per week to take a child from Oadby to Homefield College in Sileby. And there 

are no specialist colleges in the South of the County. If your child needs specialist 

help, Loughborough and Sileby are the only places they can get it. 

 

 Colleges are good for our kids. It helps everyone for them to go to college. At college 

they gain Life Skills, they gain independence, they practice using Public Transport, 

they do work experience. Outcomes are met through College. If you remove their 

Transport, you remove all of that. Kids will be forced to leave school at 16 – and 

there is nothing for them. They aren’t employable, they can’t access Training. There 

is only education. And, at 16, they can’t access Adult Social Care or Whole Life 

Disability Care. So the parents will be forced to give up work and care for their kids 

who will be just sitting in their bedrooms. It saddens me beyond words that this is 

1 Agenda Item 8



what the elected members of Leicestershire County Council think that our children – 

my son – is worth. 

 

 It has been suggested that Personal Transport Budgets can encourage car-sharing to 

save costs. And in some cases they can. But that only works for some geographic 

areas and some disabilities. Very few children will go to RNIB or Homefield Colleges - 

and if you live in a village in the South of our very large County, there is almost 

certainly no-one else remotely near you who has a child at the same college. So car-

sharing doesn’t really work. And if you child has autism, car sharing can also be a 

nightmare – autistic kids can really wind each other up! Or if your child is in a 

wheelchair, car sharing may not be physically practical. And will the LA pay for 

parents who transport a child with epilepsy or a trachaeotomy to be epilepsy or 

trachae trained? And who covers the insurance? 

 

 It is being suggested that we use the Mobility element of our PIP and our DLA to pay 

for transport. I think that elements of LCC work in isolation from each other. All of 

you want our DLA – so many departments of LCC saying ‘use your DLA?’ But DLA is a 

set sum – it can only be divided into so many slices.  DLA has to be used for helping 

pay for Social Care, for Short Breaks, for NHS services, for education services as well 

as for the day-to-day extra costs of disability – sensory equipment, replacement of 

clothes when they are (literally) eaten, new shoes every month or so caused by the 

high wear and tear  levels of an uneven gait, travel costs to distant specialist 

hospitals (Great Ormond Street, QMC, Birmingham Children’s Hospital), pads 

(nappies), huge amounts on cleaning materials, washing powder, electricity and 

bleach when your child is incontinent etc. 

 

 It bothers me hugely that parents in Leicestershire are scared of completing your 

Consultation, of putting their names to it, of identifying themselves. One parent 

whose child will need to leave his Special School if these proposals go ahead, and 

who will not be able to go to college, has said ‘we can’t say this to the Council. What 

if we annoy them and they take even more away from us.’  

 

 Our families are On the Edge already. We are living in poverty, with little sleep, 

struggling to keep any jobs that we have, fighting to manage our kids, in many cases 

fighting to keep them alive, trying to give their siblings a relatively ordinary life, 

struggling with depression, anxiety and sheer exhaustion. The Council has taken so 

much from us already – Short Breaks, Respite Care, Independent Living Training, 

Benefits advice services. Now you are taking the means of getting our kids to school.  
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